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OLLOWINGits 
Shakespeare Ter- 
centenary num- 
ber, The Lotus 
Magazine pre- 
sents to its Pa- 
trons a resume 
of its own growth 
and development. It is sure that its 
readers, both those who have been a 
part of it from the start or have be- 
come so since, will be interested in 
having thus recalled to them what The 
Lotus has become largely through their 
association with it. For The Lotus con- 
siders that its development is due as 
much to the interest its Patrons have 
constantly taken in it as to the efforts 
of those who have conducted it for 
them. Therefore The Lotus issues here- 
with an Anniversary number, giving a 
brief history of the magazine and actu- 
ally presenting to the eye the evidence 
of its growth, by reproducing an issue 
of the small Lotus and portions of the 
larger magazine into which it grew de- 
veloping later into the form in which it 
now appears. This provides a visual 
demonstration of the growth of The 
Lotus from its first number to the 
present day. 

The Lotus Magazine appeared in 
January, 1910. Small but attractive, 



The Lot us as it existed from January 
of that year to October, 191 1 , was an 
octavo in format and printed on hand- 
made, deckle edge paper imported from 
Italy. The outside cover was brown, 
the lettering and a conventionalized 
Lotus device being printed in sage 
green. 

From the start the supply of Lotus 
numbers each month was rapidly ex- 
hausted. Especially was this the case 
with the issue for April, 191 o, which 
was devoted to Whistler. A copy find- 
ing its way into the catalogue of a dealer 
in rare books was sold the day after the 
catalogue was issued, the collector who 
bought it coming from Philadelphia to 
New York for the sole purpose of secur- 
ing it. Another copy sold at a very high 
price for a magazine so recently issued, 
at a book auction last December. It is 
this number which The Lotus has 
selected to reproduce entire and almost 
in facsimile, making, in justice to the 
collectors among its Patrons, a slight 
difference in the width of the lines, so 
that one versed in rare books can dis- 
tinguish it from the almost unobtain- 
able original. 

The growing interest in The Lotus 
led to an increase in its size, decided 
upon in time for the issue of October, 
191 1. It developed with that issue from 
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an octavo into a very large quarto, 
printed on much heavier paper both 
as regards cover and inside. The type 
had been especially designed. Its ap- 
pearance was dignified and handsome. 
It also began regularly to illustrate with 
a frontispiece. Thus in the issue for 
December, 1 9 1 1 , i t reproduced the por- 
trait of J. M. Synge, the now famous 
Irish dramatic author. A part of this 
issue, with the Synge portrait and the 
article, are shown in this Anniversary 
number. 

In the following October (1912) an- 
other change was made and again with 
a view to improving the appearance of 
the magazine. The present graceful 
cover design was adopted and for the 
letter press a font of beautiful genuine 
French Elzevir type was imported from 
Paris. As representative of this Lotus 
volume, there has been selected apart 
of the issue of April, igi3. The frontis- 



piece goes with a series of articles and 
descriptions under the general head of 
Old English Estates and Gardens. The 
article actually reproduced was written 
as a tribute to the memory of the first 
Founder Patron of The Lotus, the late 
J. P. Morgan, who died in April, three 
years ago, so that the article appears 
peculiarly appropriate to its anniver- 
sary number. 

A change made in paper and the 
gradually increasing enrichment of 
The Lotus pictorially may be said to 
have brought it up to what it now is — 
the most beautiful magazine in the 
world — the high quality of which ex- 
tends not only to its letter-press and 
illustrations but also to the advertisers 
who have been represented in it. In 
brief, it is a periodical of quality and 
beauty appealing directly to the repre- 
sentative families of wealth and culture 
throughout the country. 




